











Maya Bisineer — Entrepreneur, writer, mother to young children,
SMC Seattle’s Education Director — these are just a few of the many
hats Maya wears. She gives every one of her roles 110% and it shows.
When she agreed to help us take care of our fantastic sponsors, we
were thrilled!

Ellen Kwor - Ellen brings to the Gnomedex team her positive energy
and years of experience in communications and networking. She is
currently serving as the Networking Director of BEAN Seattle. Her
role as our Green Liaison is one of the most important aspect of
Gnomedex this year and going forward. Look for updates from Ellen
about our partnership with BrighterPlanet on the “Going Green”

page.

Colleen Carrington — Colleen understands how important non-
profit partners are to Gnomedex. Being a technology evangelist in
the academic space and a seasoned event planner, she brings the
winning combination of her expertise and outgoing personality
to our team. She’s also been known as the life of the party, having
emceed 6 weddings!

Sean DeButts - Sean has been instrumental to the great success

of Puget Sound Blood Center’s new social media campaign. His
enthusiasm and experience make him the perfect Gnomedex non-
profit team member. He also recently completed his very first skydive.

Michelle Gamboa - Michelle has been Mona’s right hand woman
throughout the Gnomedex planning process, keeping Mona sane
and on schedule, even when it means having to use a Mac! Best of
all, she does it all with style and make work seem like a party for the
whole team. In her spare time, she hijacks Chris Pirillo’s live stream.

Veronica Sopher - For Veronica, volunteering on the Gnomedex
team is a natural extension of her work as the Community Director
of Social Media Club Seattle. She loves meeting new people,
discovering their talents and learning about their passions. Much to
our delight, she’s also a fan of gourmet cupcakes and an avid cookie
baker!

Mona Nomura - She’s stepped forward and applied her project
management skills to help craft one of the year’s most compelling
social media / tech conferences. If there’s something that needs to be
done, Mona will make sure it happens.
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PLANET

Supermarkets and grocery stores wastes “1.5 billion
(bags) a year” for groceries. Gnomedex is about
placing social relevance upon all of our efforts

and instead of conference “swag bags” which no
one uses after the conference, we will be putting
branded goodies from our sponsors into reusable
grocery bags. PCC Natural Markets, a Seattle based
organic grocery store, graciously donated their
reusable grocery bags for Gnomedex 9.0. Our hope
is the attendees will use the bags long after the
conference.

Together, we can make the world a better place.

BRIGHTER

A carbon offset is a greenhouse gas reduction
used to balance out existing emissions, and one
would be surprised at how environmentally
unfriendly a conference can be.

Enter BrighterPlanet, who (from their website):
“Brighter Planet helps individuals and
organizations combat climate change. Founded
in Middlebury, VT in 2006 and advised by some
of the country’s leading environmentalists,

the company’s products and services reduce
greenhouse gas pollution through conservation
and carbon offsetting. Brighter Planet carbon
offsets fund high-quality, domestic carbon
reduction and renewable energy projects
demonstrating environmental and social benefit.
The company’s innovative website and web-
based campaigns use the power of social media
to help people reduce their environmental
footprint. Brighter Planet is partnered with a
diverse range of businesses and non-profits. To
date, its members have funded 132 million Ibs of
CO2 reductions.”

Brighter Planet and Gnomedex are hard at work
trying to create a carbon neutral conference,

but we need your help! 70-90% of an average
event’s environmental impact is the result of
attendee travel. We strongly encourage those of
you in the Seattle area to consider the following
options for traveling to Gnomedex: take public
transit, bike, walk, or carpool to the event. For
those of you flying in, we have a partnership with
Shuttle Express. Instead of taking a cab to your
hotel, get a ride with Shuttle Express and get the
Gnomedex discount by visiting the Ghnomedex
Shuttle Express link. Once at the event, swing by
the Brighter Planet booth to get an estimate on
the impact of your travel to the conference and
join in on the greening initiative by offsetting
your trip. In so doing, you'll not only mitigate the
impact of your trip, but you'll help support the
development of community based renewable
energy projects.
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Special thanks to this year’s sponsors
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